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opinion would follow his lead in war on Germany. On the
other hand, he was unwilling to heed the German plead-
ings that he exercise restraint at Paris and St. Petersburg,
because he did not wish to endanger the Anglo-Russian
Entente and the solidarity of the Triple Entente, because
he felt a moral obligation to France, growing out of the
Anglo-French military and naval conversations of the past
years, and because he suspected that Germany was backing
Austria up in an unjustifiable course and that Prussian
militarists had taken the direction of affairs at Berlin out
of the hands of Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg and the civ-
ilian authorities.
Italy exerted relatively little influence on the crisis in
either direction.
Belgium had done nothing in any way to justify the
demand which Germany made upon her. With commend-
able prudence, at the very first news of the ominous Aus-
trian ultimatum, she had foreseen the danger to which she
might be exposed. She had accordingly instructed her rep-
resentatives abroad as to the statements which they were
to make in case Belgium should decide very suddenly to
mobilize to protect her neutrality. On July 29, she placed
her army upon "a strengthened war footing/' but did not
order complete mobilization, until two days later, when
Austria, Russia, and Germany had already done so, and war
appeared inevitable. Even after being confronted with the
terrible German ultimatum, at 7 P.M. on August 2, she
did not at once invite the assistance of English and French
troops to aid her in the defense of her soil and her neu-
trality against a certain German assault; it was not until
German troops had actually violated her territory, on
August 4, that she appealed for the assistance of the
Powers which had guaranteed her neutrality. Belgium was
the innocent victim of German strategic necessity. Though
the German violation of Belgium was of enormous influence

